
To be read Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

Luke 22:1-6 
Posted by David J. Lose on Feb 13, 2013 

 

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 

near. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus 

to death, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered into Judas 

called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away and conferred with 

the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray 

him to them. They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. So 

he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them 

when no crowd was present. 

 

Less than a week earlier in the story Luke tells, Jesus entered Jerusalem to 

the praise, acclamation, and anticipation of the crowds. Since then, he has 

been teaching in the Temple daily, retreating with his disciples in the 

evening to the Mt. of Olives to spend the night. Throughout this time the 

tensions between Jesus and the religious authorities have been growing. 

They started as Jesus, just after entering the city, drove the moneychangers 

from the Temple, disrupting the Temple commerce that was the source of 

income and influence for both the Temple authorities and Roman occupiers. 

This is, in fact, the incident that incites the chief priests, Scribes, and leaders 

to conspire together toward putting Jesus to death. 

 

That desire has only grown in the week past, as Jesus continues to teach, 

continues to challenge their authority, and continues to grow in influence and 

popularity with the people. Something must be done? But what? And how? 

They dare not seize Jesus in the open for fear of the people. Yet they also 

dare not let his teaching and influence continue to increase. 

 

Judas Iscariot provides the key, as his betrayal will allow them to seize 

Jesus in secret and turn him over to the Romans for brutal dispatch. At least 

that is the way they see it. 

 

Luke, however, interprets these events differently. For Luke there is more at 

play than merely the political machinations of one religious group over and 

against another. Rather, Luke sees in these events God’s divine ordering of 

history. 

 



If we return for a moment back to near the beginning of Luke’s account, we’ll 

gain a deeper understanding of his portrayal of the last days of Jesus’ 

earthly life. For at the end of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, Luke 

narrates that the devil “departed from him until a more opportune time” 

(4:13). That departure opens us a window, we might say, of abundant and 

overflowing grace. It is a time when the power of evil, if not banished, is at 

least absent, and when miracles abound. It is the time that characterizes 

Jesus’ ministry and the proclamation and in-breaking of the kingdom of God. 

 

And that time is now over. For the “opportune time” the devil was waiting for 

has come. Satan enters into Judas and evil is released again into the world, 

setting the stage for the clash between the kingdom of God and the kingdom 

of the world. The dramatic conclusion to Luke’s story of Jesus, in other 

words, is now underway. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, prepare us to watch and witness with care and reverence 

the events leading to the crucifixion and resurrection of your Son, that we 

might be encourage in faith, hope, and love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Thursday, March 7, 2019 

Luke 22:7-13 
Posted by David J. Lose on Feb 14, 2013 

 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had 

to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 

Passover meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you 

want us to make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you 

have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him 

into the house he enters and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher 

asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?”’ He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make 

preparations for us there.” So they went and found everything as he had told 

them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 

 

Jesus is ready. 

 

His knowledge of the available guest room and the man carrying water is 

not, as is sometimes suggested, a display of supernatural knowledge. 



Rather, he has planned this meal, this time with his disciples, in advance. 

And so he sends his disciples ahead to set in motion the plans he has made. 

 

That should not surprise us. The Passover is the central celebration of the 

Jewish faith, the festival that anchors them in their identity as God’s beloved 

people, reminds them of what it was like to be slaves that they may treat 

others well, and roots them in God’s promise of deliverance. Passover 

reminds the Israelites of who they are by reminding them of whose they are. 

And so Jesus has planned the Passover meal he will share with his disciples 

with care. 

 

This may seem like a small thing. But if Jesus has taken such care with 

these details, one has to wonder what else Jesus was prepared for. As we 

read further, we’ll discover it’s actually quite a bit. Jesus will anticipate 

Judas’ betrayal, make himself available to arrest by meeting in a familiar 

spot, give himself over to those who want to take him away. In all these 

ways, Jesus is ready. 

 

He is ready for his arrest, torture, crucifixion, and death. 

 

Why? Because this is his destiny. He has come to proclaim a kingdom and 

order and way of being in the world that is foreign, even opposed, to the 

kingdom and order of the world as it is. And he knows that the price of 

inviting this new order is his life, given in innocence to betray the depravity of 

the world of violence and power with a demonstration of selfless love. 

 

Yes, Jesus is ready. Are we? 

 

Prayer: Dear God, prepare us to be overwhelmed by what we see: the 

courage, compassion, and love Jesus demonstrates for his disciples, for the 

world, and for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



To be read Friday, March 8, 2019 

Luke 22:14-18 
Posted by David J. Lose on Feb 15, 2013 

 

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with 

him. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 

before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 

God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and 

divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 

What makes Jesus eager to share this meal, this Passover meal, with his 

disciples? 

Is he eager because Passover is a meal of promise, a reminder of God’s 

deliverance from the slavery in Egypt and a promise that God will always 

deliver God’s people? 

 

Is he eager because he stares his destiny in the face and now that it has 

started wants it to run its awful course? 

 

Is he eager because he knows time is short and there is more that he wants 

to share with his disciples? 

 

Is he eager because, knowing he is about to suffer, he simply wants the 

company of his disciples who have also, of course, become his friends? 

 

Or perhaps he is eager for all these reasons and more. We don’t know. One 

thing we do know: Jesus knows full well what is coming, knows that this 

meal is his last, knows that these are among the final moments he has to 

spend with his comrades, knows that all he has imagined and dreaded and 

hoped for is commencing, knows that the kingdom he has sought to 

proclaim is coming and that the price of that kingdom is his life. 

 

And he is eager. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, when we look upon your Son and see his eagerness to 

embrace the cross, let us remember that all of this was done to show us how 

much you love us…and all your people. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 



To be read Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Luke 22: 19-20 
Posted by David J. Lose on Feb 16, 2013 

 

Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper, 

saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 

 

Fewer verses in the history of the church have caused more division than 

these. 

 

The argument resides mainly over whether Jesus meant it quite literally 

when he said of the bread, “This is my body.” Some argue that he did – that 

the bread, quite literally, is transformed into Christ’s body and is no longer 

bread so that each time we commune we are partaking of the very body of 

Christ. 

 

Another set of believers, skeptical of such metaphysics, argues instead that 

he was speaking metaphorically, that the bread symbolizes Christ’s body 

and so each time we commune we remember Jesus’ love and sacrifice. 

 

Yet one more set of Christians – my own tribe, actually – claim not a middle 

ground so much as another way of thinking about it altogether – and so 

rather than arguing whether mere bread can be transformed into Christ’s 

body, they suggest that when we commune we are eating bread – real 

bread – that also holds and bears the actual presence – the real presence – 

of Jesus, the one who was from the beginning part of all things. 

 

On any given day I can make a case for the merits of my position and point 

out the shortcoming of the others, just as the proponents of the others can 

do the same with mine. But once in a while I do wonder how much it 

matters, whether all the bluster and fury and more (sometimes quite a bit 

awfully more) is worth it. 

 

Or maybe that’s not quite right. It’s not that I don’t think these differences 

matter, but rather that we can get lost in the theological thicket of such 

distinctions and miss the other part of the sentence Jesus utters. For he 

doesn’t only say, “This is my body,” but he also goes on to insist, “which is 

given for you.” 



 

For you. These two words, perhaps as much as any in the Bible, capture the 

thrust of the Gospel. Jesus came, ministered, lived, gave, suffered, died, 

and was raised again for you. All for you. 

 

It’s not that all the other stuff doesn’t matter. It does. But perhaps, for now, 

this is enough. Jesus did this for you, for me, for all of us. Yes, I think that is 

enough. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, remind us again and again of your great love for us – for 

all of us – that we might see in each other your beloved children and work 

for the unity of all. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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